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Sir: 



The attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 



directed to the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 
One copy of each of documents FA to FE is attached. 



No fee or statement is required in connection with this 
Information Disclosure Statement, since it is being submitted prior 
to the last of (1) issuance of a first official action on the 
merits and (2) expiration of the three month period following 
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filing of the above-captioned application. 

Documents UA and UB are in the English language. Therefore, 
no concise explanation of the relevance of the documents is 
believed to be required under 37 C.F.R. §1.98. Submission of a 
copy of each document is also not required since the documents are 
U.S. publications . 

Documents FA to FE are not in the English language. However, 
the concise explanation of the relevance of the documents required 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.98 is believed to be satisfied by the submission 
of English language abstracts thereof. 

Documents FA to FE have been cited in the International Search 
Report of the present application. A copy of the search report is 
being filed concurrently herewith. Document UA and UB are patent 
family members of WO 2002/050153 and JP 2001-503790, respectively, 
that are cited in the search report. The relevance of each 
document is discussed in the International Search report. Please 
note an Examiner's obligation to consider documents cited in an 
International Search Report according to the provisions of MPEP 
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The Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account 
No. 111833 for any fee which is deemed by the Patent and Trademark 
Office to be required to effect consideration of this statement. 
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